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and clients that don’t necessarily trust 
the system. 

This is good for defendants. This is 
good for lawyers. This is good for over-
all faith in the criminal justice system. 
It protects people, and it doesn’t just 
protect the client who that public de-
fender is recognizing. It helps all of his 
other clients if he or she can commu-
nicate with all of their clients quicker 
and more efficiently. 

This is a really good bill. I urge ev-
erybody to support it, and I yield back 
the balance of my time. 

Ms. SCANLON. Mr. Speaker, H.R. 
5546 is an important measure to rein-
force the attorney-client privilege, an 
issue that is essential to the fair ad-
ministration of our criminal justice 
system and one that is even more ur-
gent in this pandemic. 

For all the reasons discussed here 
today, I urge my colleagues to join me 
in supporting this bipartisan legisla-
tion, and I yield back the balance of 
my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentlewoman from Pennsylvania 
(Ms. SCANLON) that the House suspend 
the rules and pass the bill, H.R. 5546. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the bill was 
passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

NOT INVISIBLE ACT OF 2019 

Ms. SCANLON. Mr. Speaker, I move 
to suspend the rules and pass the bill 
(S. 982) to increase intergovernmental 
coordination to identify and combat 
violent crime within Indian lands and 
of Indians. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

S. 982 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Not Invis-
ible Act of 2019’’. 
SEC. 2. DEFINITIONS. 

In this Act— 
(1) the term ‘‘Commission’’ means the De-

partment of the Interior and the Department 
of Justice Joint Commission on Reducing 
Violent Crime Against Indians under section 
4; 

(2) the term ‘‘human trafficking’’ means 
act or practice described in paragraph (9) or 
paragraph (10) of section 103 of the Traf-
ficking Victims Protection Act of 2000 (22 
U.S.C. 7102); 

(3) the term ‘‘Indian’’ means a member of 
an Indian tribe; 

(4) the terms ‘‘Indian lands’’ and ‘‘Indian 
tribe’’ have the meanings given the terms in 
section 3 of the Native American Business 
Development, Trade Promotion, and Tour-
ism Act of 2000 (25 U.S.C. 4302); and 

(5) the terms ‘‘urban centers’’ and ‘‘urban 
Indian organization’’ have the meanings 
given the terms in section 4 of the Indian 
Health Care Improvement Act (25 U.S.C. 
1603). 

SEC. 3. COORDINATOR OF FEDERAL EFFORTS TO 
COMBAT VIOLENCE AGAINST NA-
TIVE PEOPLE. 

(a) COORDINATOR DESIGNATION.—The Sec-
retary of the Interior shall designate an offi-
cial within the Office of Justice Services in 
the Bureau of Indian Affairs who shall— 

(1) coordinate prevention efforts, grants, 
and programs related to the murder of, traf-
ficking of, and missing Indians across Fed-
eral agencies, including— 

(A) the Bureau of Indian Affairs; and 
(B) the Department of Justice, including— 
(i) the Office of Justice Programs; 
(ii) the Office on Violence Against Women; 
(iii) the Office of Community Oriented Po-

licing Services; 
(iv) the Federal Bureau of Investigation; 

and 
(v) the Office of Tribal Justice; 
(2) ensure prevention efforts, grants, and 

programs of Federal agencies related to the 
murder of, trafficking of, and missing Indi-
ans consider the unique challenges of com-
bating crime, violence, and human traf-
ficking of Indians and on Indian lands faced 
by Tribal communities, urban centers, the 
Bureau of Indian Affairs, Tribal law enforce-
ment, Federal law enforcement, and State 
and local law enforcement; 

(3) work in cooperation with outside orga-
nizations with expertise in working with In-
dian tribes and Indian Tribes to provide vic-
tim centered and culturally relevant train-
ing to tribal law enforcement, Indian Health 
Service health care providers, urban Indian 
organizations, Tribal community members 
and businesses, on how to effectively iden-
tify, respond to and report instances of miss-
ing persons, murder, and trafficking within 
Indian lands and of Indians; and 

(4) report directly to the Secretary of the 
Interior. 

(b) REPORT.—The official designated in 
subsection (a) shall submit to the Committee 
on Indian Affairs and the Committee on the 
Judiciary of the Senate and the Committee 
on Natural Resources and the Committee on 
the Judiciary of the House of Representa-
tives a report to provide information on Fed-
eral coordination efforts accomplished over 
the previous year that includes— 

(1) a summary of all coordination activi-
ties undertaken in compliance with this sec-
tion; 

(2) a summary of all trainings completed 
under subsection (a)(3); and 

(3) recommendations for improving coordi-
nation across Federal agencies and of rel-
evant Federal programs. 
SEC. 4. ESTABLISHMENT OF THE DEPARTMENT 

OF INTERIOR AND THE DEPART-
MENT OF JUSTICE JOINT COMMIS-
SION ON REDUCING VIOLENT CRIME 
AGAINST INDIANS. 

(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—Not later than 120 
days after the date of enactment of this Act, 
the Secretary of the Interior, in coordination 
with the Attorney General, shall establish 
and appoint all members of a joint commis-
sion on violent crime on Indian lands and 
against Indians. 

(b) MEMBERSHIP.— 
(1) COMPOSITION.— 
(A) IN GENERAL.—The Commission shall be 

composed of members who represent diverse 
experiences and backgrounds that provide 
balanced points of view with regard to the 
duties of the Commission. 

(B) DIVERSITY.—To the greatest extent 
practicable, the Secretary of the Interior 
shall ensure the Commission includes Tribal 
representatives from diverse geographic 
areas and of diverse sizes. 

(2) APPOINTMENT.—The Secretary of the In-
terior, in coordination with the Attorney 
General, shall appoint the members to the 
Commission, including representatives 
from— 

(A) tribal law enforcement; 
(B) the Office of Justice Services of the Bu-

reau of Indian Affairs; 
(C) State and local law enforcement in 

close proximity to Indian lands, with a letter 
of recommendation from a local Indian 
Tribe; 

(D) the Victim Services Division of the 
Federal Bureau of Investigation; 

(E) the Department of Justice’s Human 
Trafficking Prosecution Unit; 

(F) the Office of Violence Against Women 
of the Department of Justice; 

(G) the Office of Victims of Crime of the 
Department of Justice; 

(H) a United States attorney’s office with 
experience in cases related to missing per-
sons, murder, or trafficking of Indians or on 
Indian land; 

(I) the Administration for Native Ameri-
cans of the Office of the Administration for 
Children & Families of the Department of 
Health and Human Services; 

(J) the Substance Abuse and Mental Health 
Services Administration of the Department 
of Health and Human Services; 

(K) a Tribal judge with experience in cases 
related to missing persons, murder, or traf-
ficking; 

(L) not fewer than 3 Indian Tribes from di-
verse geographic areas, including 1 Indian 
tribe located in Alaska, selected from nomi-
nations submitted by the Indian Tribe; 

(M) not fewer than 2 health care and men-
tal health practitioners and counselors and 
providers with experience in working with 
Indian survivors of trafficking and sexual as-
sault, with a letter of recommendation from 
a local tribal chair or tribal law enforcement 
officer; 

(N) not fewer than 3 national, regional, or 
urban Indian organizations focused on vio-
lence against women and children on Indian 
lands or against Indians; 

(O) at least 2 Indian survivors of human 
trafficking; 

(P) at least 2 family members of missing 
Indian people; 

(Q) at least 2 family members of murdered 
Indian people; 

(R) the National Institute of Justice; and 
(S) the Indian Health Service. 
(3) PERIODS OF APPOINTMENT.—Members 

shall be appointed for the duration of the 
Commission. 

(4) VACANCIES.—A vacancy in the Commis-
sion shall be filled in the manner in which 
the original appointment was made and shall 
not affect the powers or duties of the Com-
mission. 

(5) COMPENSATION.—Commission members 
shall serve without compensation. 

(6) TRAVEL EXPENSES.—The Secretary of 
the Interior, in coordination with the Attor-
ney General, shall consider the provision of 
travel expenses, including per diem, to Com-
mission members when appropriate. 

(c) DUTIES.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—The Commission may hold 

such hearings, meet and act at times and 
places, take such testimony, and receive 
such evidence as the Commission considers 
to be advisable to carry out the duties of the 
Commission under this section. 

(2) RECOMMENDATIONS FOR THE DEPARTMENT 
OF INTERIOR AND DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE.— 

(A) IN GENERAL.—The Commission shall de-
velop recommendations to the Secretary of 
the Interior and Attorney General on actions 
the Federal Government can take to help 
combat violent crime against Indians and 
within Indian lands, including the develop-
ment and implementation of recommenda-
tions for— 

(i) identifying, reporting, and responding 
to instances of missing persons, murder, and 
human trafficking on Indian lands and of In-
dians; 
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(ii) legislative and administrative changes 

necessary to use programs, properties, or 
other resources funded or operated by the 
Department of the Interior and Department 
of Justice to combat the crisis of missing or 
murdered Indians and human trafficking on 
Indian lands and of Indians; 

(iii) tracking and reporting data on in-
stances of missing persons, murder, and 
human trafficking on Indian lands and of In-
dians; 

(iv) addressing staff shortages and open po-
sitions within relevant law enforcement 
agencies, including issues related to the hir-
ing and retention of law enforcement offi-
cers; 

(v) coordinating tribal, State, and Federal 
resources to increase prosecution of murder 
and human trafficking offenses on Indian 
lands and of Indians; and 

(vi) increasing information sharing with 
tribal governments on violent crime inves-
tigations and prosecutions in Indian lands 
that were terminated or declined. 

(B) SUBMISSION.—Not later than 18 months 
after the enactment of this Act, the Commis-
sion shall make publicly available and sub-
mit all recommendations developed under 
this paragraph to— 

(i) the Secretary of the Interior; 
(ii) the Attorney General; 
(iii) the Committee on the Judiciary of the 

Senate; 
(iv) the Committee on Indian Affairs of the 

Senate; 
(v) the Committee on Natural Resources of 

the House of Representatives; and 
(vi) the Committee on the Judiciary of the 

House of Representatives. 
(C) SECRETARIAL RESPONSE.—Not later than 

90 days after the date on which the Secretary 
of the Interior and the Attorney General re-
ceive the recommendations under paragraph 
(2), the Secretary and the Attorney General 
shall each make publicly available and sub-
mit a written response to the recommenda-
tions to— 

(i) the Commission; 
(ii) the Committee on the Judiciary of the 

Senate; 
(iii) the Committee on Indian Affairs of the 

Senate; 
(iv) the Committee on Natural Resources 

of the House of Representatives; and 
(v) the Committee on the Judiciary of the 

House of Representatives. 
(d) FACA EXEMPTION.—The Commission 

shall be exempt from the Federal Advisory 
Committee Act (5 U.S.C. App.). 

(e) SUNSET.—The Commission shall termi-
nate on the date that is 2 years after the 
date of enactment of this Act. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentlewoman from 
Pennsylvania (Ms. SCANLON) and the 
gentleman from North Dakota (Mr. 
ARMSTRONG) each will control 20 min-
utes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from Pennsylvania. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Ms. SCANLON. Mr. Speaker, I ask 

unanimous consent that all Members 
have 5 legislative days to revise and ex-
tend their remarks and include extra-
neous material on the bill under con-
sideration. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from Pennsylvania? 

There was no objection. 
Ms. SCANLON. Mr. Speaker, I yield 

myself such time as I may consume. 
S. 982, the Not Invisible Act of 2019, 

introduced by Nevada Senator CATH-

ERINE CORTEZ MASTO and passed by the 
Senate last March, addresses the crisis 
of violence and sexual violence com-
mitted against American Indian and 
Alaska Native men and women in two 
concrete ways, by directing the ap-
pointment within the Bureau of Indian 
Affairs of a coordinator of Federal ef-
forts to combat violence against Native 
people and by establishing a commis-
sion on reducing violent crime against 
Indians. 

I commend my colleague, Represent-
ative DEBRA HAALAND from New Mex-
ico, for introducing the companion bill 
here in the House and for her efforts in 
advancing this important legislation. 

For decades, Native American and 
Alaska Native communities have 
struggled with high rates of assault, 
abduction, and murder of women. Com-
munity advocates describe the crisis as 
a legacy of generations of government 
policies promoting forced removal, 
land seizures, and violence inflicted on 
Native peoples. 

Advocates and victims’ families also 
complain, and rightly so, that the in-
vestigation and monitoring of dis-
appearances and killings of members of 
their communities have gotten lost in 
bureaucratic gaps generated by a sys-
tem that lacks clarity on whether local 
or Federal agencies should investigate. 
The Federal Government must do 
something to address these problems. 

The statistics on violence in Native 
American communities are staggering. 
More than four in five American Indian 
and Alaska Native women have experi-
enced violence in their lifetime, includ-
ing 56.1 percent who have experienced 
sexual violence. American Indian and 
Alaska Native men also have high vic-
timization rates, with 81.6 percent hav-
ing experienced violence in their life-
time. This problem is, in large part, 
the result of decades of neglect by the 
Federal Government. 

This crisis has particularly affected 
Native American women, scores of 
whom have gone missing and have been 
found murdered. Recently, these wom-
en’s stories have begun to be told to a 
wider audience. But these stories are 
not new, and it is long overdue that we 
address them. 

The Not Invisible Act of 2019 is an 
important step for the Federal Govern-
ment in finding an adequate response 
to the problem of violence against Na-
tive Americans. By making a perma-
nent position within the Bureau of In-
dian Affairs that reports directly to 
the Secretary of the Interior and who 
will submit an annual report to Con-
gress, we will greatly improve the Fed-
eral response to combating violence in 
Native communities. 

Significantly, this bill also directs 
the BIA coordinator to take into con-
sideration the unique challenges faced 
by Native American communities, both 
on and off Tribal lands, and to work in 
cooperation with outside organizations 
to train Tribal law enforcement, Indian 
Health Service care providers, and 
other Tribal community members on 

identifying, responding to, and report-
ing on cases of missing persons, mur-
der, and human trafficking. 

For 2 years, a joint commission on 
reducing violent crimes against Indians 
will be tasked with preparing rec-
ommendations on concrete actions the 
Department of the Interior and the De-
partment of Justice can take to help 
combat violent crimes against Native 
Americans and on Native American 
lands. These include the development 
and implementation of strategies for 
identifying, reporting, and responding 
to instances of missing persons, mur-
der, and human trafficking; tracking 
and reporting relevant data; and in-
creasing prosecutions in this neglected 
arena. These are long-overdue critical 
measures. 

It is well past the time to help rec-
tify these problems, and I am pleased 
that the Not Invisible Act will go a 
long way in that process. Therefore, I 
urge all of my colleagues to join me in 
support of this bill today. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. ARMSTRONG. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

I rise in support of S. 982, the Not In-
visible Act of 2019. 

We just discussed the appalling ex-
tent of missing and murdered indige-
nous women and how Savanna’s Act 
will begin to address this issue. The 
Not Invisible Act is another step to 
solve this abhorrent problem. 

This bill provides an opportunity for 
the Federal Government to improve its 
efforts to combat the growing crisis of 
murder and trafficking and the dis-
appearance of indigenous men and 
women. 

While there are many Federal pro-
grams tasked with addressing violent 
crime, the agencies that operate these 
programs do not have an overarching 
strategy to properly deploy these re-
sources in Indian Country and in urban 
Indian communities. Program imple-
mentation often takes place without 
considering the unique needs of Native 
American communities in this context. 

S. 982 will require the appropriate 
agencies to coordinate prevention ef-
forts, grants, and programs across the 
Bureau of Indian Affairs and the De-
partment of Justice, among other 
stakeholders. 

I urge my colleagues to join me in 
supporting S. 982, and I reserve the bal-
ance of my time. 

Ms. SCANLON. Mr. Speaker, I re-
serve the balance of my time. 

Mr. ARMSTRONG. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield 10 minutes to the gentleman from 
Washington (Mr. NEWHOUSE), my good 
friend. 

Mr. NEWHOUSE. Mr. Speaker, I 
thank my friend from North Dakota 
(Mr. ARMSTRONG) for yielding to me on 
this important issue. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise today to urge my 
colleagues to support a bipartisan piece 
of legislation that will finally foster 
progress toward addressing the crisis 
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that we know is plaguing our Native 
communities across the country. 

Despite unparalleled rates of vio-
lence, there is still no reliable way of 
knowing how many indigenous women 
go missing each year nor whose fate 
hangs in the balance of an unsolved 
murder case. 

My congressional district in central 
Washington has been particularly af-
fected by this crisis. Since the year 
2013, there have been 13 cases of miss-
ing or murdered indigenous women on 
or around the Yakama Reservation 
alone. 

This number accounts only for the 
land surrounding one of the 29 federally 
recognized Tribes in Washington State, 
let alone the hundreds of others across 
the country. This information is avail-
able only due to the efforts and activ-
ism of local communities. 

Tribal and community leaders have 
held multiple marches, vigils, and com-
munity forums to raise awareness and 
demand action. 

The diligent reporting of the Yakima 
Herald-Republic, our local newspaper, 
has highlighted the response and activ-
ism on the ground by creating an on-
line hub to list open cases involving 
missing and murdered women and pro-
viding resources for the community to 
report such disappearances. 

Recently passed State laws in Olym-
pia have enhanced data collection and 
improved communication between 
Tribal leaders, law enforcement, and 
various State agencies. 

These local leaders have given a 
voice to the crisis, and I am heartened 
to see that the Federal Government is 
finally taking action. For too long, in-
digenous women and Native commu-
nities have faced this crisis all alone 
and suffered in silence. 

The Trump administration has 
worked to bring this crisis to light, 
creating an interagency task force be-
tween the Departments of Justice and 
the Interior called Operation Lady Jus-
tice. 

I was proud to welcome Assistant 
Secretary for Indian Affairs Tara 
Sweeney to central Washington last 
December, where she highlighted the 
administration’s effort to deliver jus-
tice to Native American communities. 
But Secretary Sweeney echoed the con-
cerns of local leaders and myself by 
pointing out the need for congressional 
action. 

By sending this bill to President 
Trump’s desk, we are signaling that we 
have heard them and that they are no 
longer invisible. 

As Congress takes long-overdue ac-
tion to address the crisis of missing 
and murdered indigenous women, I 
urge my colleagues to join me in sup-
porting the Not Invisible Act. 

Mr. ARMSTRONG. Mr. Speaker, I 
don’t think I could close any better 
than that, so I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

Ms. SCANLON. Mr. Speaker, the Not 
Invisible Act does precisely what its 
title aims to do. It ensures that the 

Federal Government dedicates proper 
attention and gives visibility to the 
crisis of violence and sexual violence 
committed against American Indian 
and Alaska Native men and women. In-
deed, these communities have been 
subjected to invisibility and neglect for 
far too long. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to 
support this important bipartisan leg-
islation, and I yield back the balance of 
my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentlewoman from Pennsylvania 
(Ms. SCANLON) that the House suspend 
the rules and pass the bill, S. 982. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the bill was 
passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

b 1430 

DEFENDING THE INTEGRITY OF 
VOTING SYSTEMS ACT 

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, I 
move to suspend the rules and pass the 
bill (S. 1321) to amend title 18, United 
States Code, to prohibit interference 
with voting systems under the Com-
puter Fraud and Abuse Act. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

S. 1321 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Defending 
the Integrity of Voting Systems Act’’. 
SEC. 2. PROHIBITION ON INTERFERENCE WITH 

VOTING SYSTEMS. 
Section 1030(e) of title 18, United States 

Code, is amended— 
(1) in paragraph (2)— 
(A) in subparagraph (A), by striking ‘‘or’’ 

at the end; 
(B) in subparagraph (B), by adding ‘‘or’’ at 

the end; and 
(C) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(C) that— 
‘‘(i) is part of a voting system; and 
‘‘(ii)(I) is used for the management, sup-

port, or administration of a Federal election; 
or 

‘‘(II) has moved in or otherwise affects 
interstate or foreign commerce;’’; 

(2) in paragraph (11), by striking ‘‘and’’ at 
the end; 

(3) in paragraph (12), by striking the period 
and inserting a semicolon; and 

(4) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(13) the term ‘Federal election’ means any 

election (as defined in section 301(1) of the 
Federal Election Campaign Act of 1971 (52 
U.S.C. 30101(1))) for Federal office (as defined 
in section 301(3) of the Federal Election Cam-
paign Act of 1971 (52 U.S.C. 30101(3))); and 

‘‘(14) the term ‘voting system’ has the 
meaning given the term in section 301(b) of 
the Help America Vote Act of 2002 (52 U.S.C. 
21081(b)).’’. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
CUELLAR). Pursuant to the rule, the 
gentlewoman from Texas (Ms. JACKSON 
LEE) and the gentleman from North 
Dakota (Mr. ARMSTRONG) each will con-
trol 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from Texas. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, I 

ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers have 5 legislative days to revise 
and extend their remarks and include 
extraneous material on the bill under 
consideration. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from Texas? 

There was no objection. 
Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, I 

yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise in strong support 
of S. 1321, the Defending the Integrity 
of Voting Systems Act. 

We are on the verge of a significant, 
historic, and, really, life-or-death Pres-
idential Federal election. This is an 
important legislative initiative. This 
important and timely legislation would 
strengthen Federal criminal laws re-
lated to interference with voting sys-
tems used in a Federal election. 

All of us want a fair and just election 
system. Voting is an essential part of 
our democracy. We must ensure that 
our citizens have confidence in our 
electoral systems. 

As we know too well from the last 
Presidential election and from evi-
dence that we continue to learn, our 
adversaries, Russians and others, are 
conducting cyber operations to inter-
fere with our elections. We are well 
aware of the Russian bots that inter-
fered with the elections in 2016. We 
need to do all that we can to protect 
voting machines and the related infra-
structure as we head to November. 

The integrity and legitimacy of our 
elections is at stake. That is why this 
bill was developed: to ensure that our 
law concerning the unauthorized ac-
cessing of computer systems can also 
be used to prosecute those who hack 
into computer voting systems. 

Led by Senator BLUMENTHAL and by 
our former colleague Mr. Ratcliffe in 
the House, this bipartisan legislation 
responds to a concerning report by the 
Justice Department’s Cyber-Digital 
Task Force in 2018. The report con-
cluded that current law is inadequate, 
given all the potential threats to our 
Nation’s election security and voting 
systems. Specifically, the report iden-
tified a gap in current Federal criminal 
law relating to hacking of voting ma-
chines, especially when the machines 
are offline. 

The Computer Fraud and Abuse Act 
is a key tool for the prosecution of 
computer crimes and the protection of 
property rights and computers, but the 
law is generally limited to certain de-
vices connected to the internet. How-
ever, researchers have repeatedly dem-
onstrated that ballot recording ma-
chines and other voting systems are 
susceptible to tampering based on 
physical or close access. 

In order to reduce the risk of attack, 
more jurisdictions are adopting impor-
tant and recommended measures to 
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